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The Dignity Of Decision 
A well-known story tells of a farmer who hired 
a man. He asked him to paint the barn, est imating 
it would tak e three days. The man did it in one day. 
Then the farmer asked him to cut up a pile of wood, 
which the farmer thought would take four days of 
hard work. The man did it in one day. The man was 
then asked by the farmer to sort a pile of potato es. 
They were to be divid ed into three groups: one group 
would be selected for next year's seeding; another 
group would be sold at the market; and the third group 
of th e most inferior potatoes would be fed to the hogs . 
This task, the farmer figured, would tak e only one day. 
Lat e in the afternoon the farmer checked on hi s labore r 
only to find none of the potatoes sorted into th e three 
groups. Asking th e man what was wrong, the fa rm er 
received this reply, "I can work hard, but I ju st can't 
make decisions." 
It has been said that histor y is mad e whenever a 
deci sion is mad e. The hi sto ry of the world could be 
graphically presented by presenting the grea t deci sions, 
or the failure to ma ke decisions, which have changed 
the course of human affairs. 
In no area of human concern is the power and 
necessity of decision more imperative than in man's re-
lation ship with God. Faith in God and willingness to be 
gov erned by Him req uires conscio us choice and willful 
commitment. Nowhe re is this principle mor e openly de-
clar ed than in the early hi story of Israel's life in Canaan. 
Following Moses' death, and as God's people pre-
pared to enter the lan d God had given them, Joshua 
was chosen as Israel' s teacher. Through the next 
twenty-five to t hirt y years this valiant soldier and leader 
encouraged and directed God's people in conquering 
Car;aan and estab lishing their own citi es throughout 
the land of the twelve tribes. Now, at the point in the 
Bible where we read today's lesson, Joshua is present-
ing his clos ing add ress to Isra el. The land is secure, 
the cities ar e bui lt, the tribes are in possess ion of their 
own lands and their r eligious practices are in progress. 
But the aged and experienced Joshua senses a lack of 
commitme nt and an unwillingness on the part of the 
people to make a genuine decision for God. Listen, as 
he speaks: "Now therefore fear Jehovah , and serve him 
in sin cerity and in truth; and put away the gods which 
your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt: 
and serve ye Jehovah. And if it seem evil unto you to 
serv e Jehovah, choo se you this day whom ye will ser ve; 
whether the gods whic h your fat hers serve d beyon d 
the Rive r , or t he gods of the Amorite s, in whose land 
ye dwell; but as for me and my hou se, we will serve 
Jehov ah " (J oshua 25:14, 15). 
This entire chap t er is devote d to Jo shua's final 
charge to Israel. He literall y makes his farewell ad-
dress. Toward the conclusion of this majestic and sober 
speech comes this gleaming principle that is the foun-
dation of all human dignity - the power of choice -
the dignity of decision. 
There is a thrill about every choice man mak es 
throughout life. One senses a power that quietly throb s 
in £ver y human decision. And, of course, there are those 
decisions whose consequences sc ream at us and fol-
low us all our days. But if man is unique in God's crea-
tion , and we believe very certainly that He is, it is this 
ability, thi s prerogative, of choice or decision, that 
creates his peculiarity above the remainder of the ani-
mal world! 
Regardless of the desperate extents to which most 
of us go to escape decisions, they must be made. For 
man at leas t, "the imper ative of choice," is a r eality of 
existence. Just before Israel crossed the Jordan into 
their promised land, God made a further covenant with 
th em, "in the lan d of Moab." The essence of that 
covenant sets forth, by divin e ordination, t he necessity 
of decision in the lives of all believers. God said to His 
people: "See, I have set before thee thi s day life and 
good, and death and evil; in that I command th ee this 
day to love Jehovah thy God, to walk in his ways, and 
to keep his commandments and his statutes and his 
ordinances, that thou mayest live and multiply, and 
that Jehovah thy God may bless th ee in the land 
whither thou goest in to possess it. But if thy heart 
turn away, and thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn 
away, and worship other gods, an d serve th em; I de-
nounce unto you thi s day, th at ye shall surely per ish; 
ye shall not prolong your days in th e land, whither 
thou passest over the Jord an to go in to possess it. I 
call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, 
that I have set before thee life and deat h, the blessing 
and th e curse: th erefore choose life, that thou mayest 
live, thou and thy seed: ... " (Deuteronomy 30 :15-19). 
Decision, God says in this pas sage , is the diference 
betw een lif e and death . Heaven and eart h ar e called 
to witness the decisions we make, God states. The al-
t ernatives are pictured, but regarding the decision, 
there is no choice - one must decide! 
Lat er in th e hi story of Israel, the prophet Elijah 
find s himself almo st completely alone in hi s refus al to 
worship Baal inst ead of J ehova h . After yea rs of fli ght 
and pers ecution, God brings Elijah back to face the 
people with th e following messag e. "How long go ye 
limping between the two sides? if Jehovah be God, follow 
him: but if Baal, then follow him" (I Kings 18 :21). The 
real tragedy on thi s occasion is described in the next 
words of this verse. "And th e people answered him not 
a word" (I King s 18 :21) . Then followed the well-kn own 
cont rnt betwee n Elijah and the prophets of Baal in the 
presence of the people of Isr ael. The false god Baal did 
not answer his devotees' cries and pleas to consume 
their animal sacrifice with fire from heaven. Jehovah 
answered Elijah's similar plea, at which tim e, "when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their fa ces : and th ey said, 
Jehovah, he is God; Jehovah , he is God" (I Kings 18 :39). 
Unfortunately , however , th e opportunity to exerc ise 
their own choice in the matte r had long since passed. 
There was no dignity lef t for a people who had to be 
forced to a decision by a miraculous incident. 
But no Biblical example of the imperative of choice 
or the dignity of decision is more convincing than that 
of Moses . Th e greatest lea der of J ewish hi story did not 
becom e suc h accidentally. Moses' lif e may be divided into 
three periods: his tim e spent in Egyptian royalty ; his 
time in the fields and among t he flocks of Midian ; and 
the agonizing period of his Irndership of the children of 
Israel. But the turning point in hi s unparallel ed career 
came in the palac es of Egypt. Liste n to th e autho r of 
Hebr ews, in th e New Testa ment. "By fa ith Moses, when 
he was grown up, r efused to be called the son of Pha-
raoh's daughter; choosing rather to share ill trea tment 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season; accounting the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasur es of Egypt; for he looked 
unto the recompens e of reward" (Hebrew s 11 :24-26). 
Moses ' example says that decisions r equire matu rity. 
"When he was grown up, (he) refused to be called th e 
son of Phar aoh' s daughter." Moses' life teaches that one 
mu st alwa ys consider th e ultimate consequ ences of his 
decisions. "For he looked unto the recomp ense of re-
ward." Moses' example tells us to properly evaluate the 
pre sent. He would never have chos en "ill tr eat men t with 
the peopl e of God" instead of "the plea sures of sin" had 
he not properly approached th e day 's dilem ma. 
The imperative of choice is necess ity to the whole 
and healthy life of faith in God and moral conviction. 
James explains in his General Epistle that "the double-
minded" must purif y their hearts (James 4 :8). He also 
suggests that a "doubleminded man" is "un stable in all 
his ways" (James 1 :8) . Decision, J ames says, is neces-
sary to the well-ordered life . 
The power of choice is ours today in a uniqu e way 
because of the decisions, directions, and purposes neces-
sary for responsible living . You may have decided not 
to make a choice about God in your life. But I now 
suggest th at your life will not be complet e without a 
decision to serve God. It is imper ative for the balance, 
harmon y, and meaning that your life must have, that 
you choose this day whom you will serve. And my prayer 
is that you will decide to follow God! 
The Bible further amplifies the dignity of decision 
by picturing the live options pre sented man. Ther e is the 
constant ten sion between the Spirit and th e fles h that 
requir es a decision. Paul warn s, "B e not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatso ever a man soweth, that shall 
he also re ap. For he t hat soweth unto his own fl esh shall 
of th e flesh re ap corruption; but he that soweth unto 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life" (Gala-
tians 6 :7, 8). In the fifth chapter of the same epistle, 
the apostle encourages, "Walk by the Spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh" (Galatian s 5 :16). 
The mc ess ity of our deciding to follow either the flesh 
or the Spirit is expla ined in Roman s 8, where we ar e 
told that those who are in the fle sh cannot please God. 
Our choice of God' s spirit as our guide through His 
Word and by His power assur es us tha t we "are not in 
t he fl esh but in t he Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth" in us (Romans 8 :9). 
The live options we face also inc lude the "old" 
versus the "n ew" man. We are urg ed to "put away, as 
concerning your former manner of life, the old man, 
that wax eth corrupt after the lusts of deceit; and that 
ye be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on 
the new man, that after God ha th been creat ed in right-
eousness and holin ess of t rut h" (Eph esians 4 :22-24). 
The choice lies betw een eith er lif e with God or life 
without regard to ult imate values and concerns. Ma.n 
must also make a deci sion between spi ritual life or death , 
according to Paul in Ephesians, chapt er two. "you were 
once dead in your trESpasses and sin s," the apostl e 
writes, "but God made you alive in Chr ist Jesus" (Ephe-
sians 2: 1-5). The decision to sur render to Christ as 
Savior and Lord assures us of God's life, love, and for-
giveness. Wh ether to become a Christian or not is a 
"life or death" choice! 
In Romans, chapter six, the New Testament also 
presents our choice as one betwe en sin and righteou s-
ness. "Know ye not , that to whom ye pre sent yoursel ves 
as servants unto obedience, his servants you are whom 
ye obey; wheth er of sin unto death, or of obedi ence unt o 
righteousn ess? But thanks be to God, that, wh erea s ye 
were servants of sin, ye became obedi ent from the heart 
to that form of teaching whereunto ye were delivered; 
and being made free from sin, ye became servant s ::if 
righteousness" (Romans 6:16-18). We serve what we 
obey, the apostl e her e explains. We obey what we choo se 
to obey. Fortunately, for tho se to whom Paul wrot e 
this lett er, th ey had made the decision to serv e God unto 
ri ghteousn ess and th ereby had escape d th e domination 
of sin in their lives. 
Life versus death, old versu s new, flesh versu s 
Spirit, and sin versus righteousness, th ese are some of 
the very real and very live options that yo u and I face 
today. We have already demonstrat ed what is a uni-
versally attested principl e; that choice or decision is 
imperativ e for the well-ordered and properly balanc ed 
life . Her e, pictur ed in God's inspir ed word, are th e 
choices we must make for eternal life, for spiritual 
meaning, for God's righteousness, and a freshness of life 
that only He can create. 
To assist us in our decision God demonstrated His 
love for us by giving His Son, Jesus Christ (John 3:16). 
In the midst of all the complex and confusing decisions 
that one must make in today's world, "the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus," looms brilliantly clear. Heed 
that call with an obedient faith (Romans 1 :5). Answer 
God's invitation through the decisive commitment of 
repentance from all wrong (Acts 3 :19). Choose Christ, 
who knocks at your heart's door right now, by openly 
and publicly accepting Him as your Lord (Romans 10: 
9, 10). Obey His request that you be baptized thus 
uniting with Him and receiving His forgiveness of your 
sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:27). This 
decision is unlike any other decision you will ever make 
in this life. The choice of obeying Christ and surrender-
ing to God assures you of eternal life with God. No other 
decision will mean what your decision for Christ will 
mean, especially a million years from this very moment! 
Recognize and realize the dignity of decision by obeying 
Jesus now. 
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